


Hello PVA Families!
 Welcome to the last newsletter of the 2019-2020 
School Year. What a year it has been! Congratulations 
on surviving the sudden detour to online learning. It has 
been a challenging time for everyone, but there have been 
many inspiring moments of art, creativity, community, and 
learning during the last three months.  
 We want to take this opportunity to thank all the 
families that took the time to complete the recent PVA 
questionnaire. It has been wonderful to read all the positive 
feedback and support for so much of the work we do, 
as well as the excellent ideas and suggestions for ways we can continue to grow and 
improve. We will be taking time over the summer months to reflect, meet as individual 
departments, and as a faculty to decide how best to implement this feedback. Look for 
more information in the Fall about the results of the survey and how we will be using 
this valuable data moving forward.

We wrapped up the PVA 
Dance year with some 
pretty amazing student 
choreography projects 
and grade 12 exit solos. 
The creativity, thought, 
and innovation in these 
pieces of choreography 
was so great to see! 
We are so proud of 
everything our students 
have accomplished 
this year, despite the 
challenges of distance 
learning in dance. We 
are in the midst of 
Dance Central costume 
return and have an 
ache in our hearts for 

the show we never got 
to see on stage, but we 

are so grateful for all the 
memories from creating 

this show together.

We hope all our students 
and their families have 
a wonderful summer. 
Congratulations to the 
class of 2020 - we wish 
them all the best in the 
next stage of their lives. 
We are looking forward 
to reconnecting with our 
returning students in the 
fall!



Our own very talented, 
Julia Plante, competed in 
this year’s Skills Alberta 
Virtual Competition in 
Fashion Technology. 
 
The challenge – to upcycle 
a garment or household 
textile into a wearable 

garment, inspired by 
fashion revolution week 
for sustainable practices. 
The garment was required 
to have functional finishes 
allowing for it to be taken 
off and worn again. 
 
Julia started with three 

items – a tablecloth, a 
child’s party dress and a 
shawl. Using creativity, 
critical thinking, flat pattern 
design and advanced 
sewing construction 
techniques, Julia created 
this stunning outcome! 
Congratulations, Julia!

In Visual Arts students 
have been working 
on a wide variety of 
final projects.  PVA 15 
students have explored 
text base work and how 
to incorporate meaningful 
text into imagery in a 
way that doesn’t become 
poster like or didactic. PVA 
25 students have been 
working to understand how 
to utilize their materials to 
add an emotional impact 
into their work. PVA 35 

students were given a wide 
array of possibilities to work 
on including nature based, 
unusual inspiration, mini 
masterpieces, and inspired 
by land art.

PVA Art student Noelle B. 
competed in the 2D/3D 
Animation category of 
the Alberta Skills 2020 
competition, which was 
changed to a “virtual” 
competition format this 
year due to the cancellation 

of large events. Noelle 
placed fifth in the province 
representing the Career 
and Technology Centre 
(part of the Central 
Memorial campus) where 
she is a student in the 
Media program. This was 
an impressive result for 
Noelle’s first time in the 
competition and gives her 
valuable experience for 
competing next year!





As the year comes to a 
close, we are so proud of 
what our student musicians 
accomplished over the 
year. While everyone 
approached their time away 
from school differently, we 
know that their musician’s 
spirit never went away! 
We’ve heard of 
people continuing 
private lessons, 
making recordings, 
editing music, finding 
new artists, and 
learning solo music 
that was exciting 
to them.  We’re so 
proud of the students 
who submitted their 
work for display on 
our senior recitals, 
showing the diversity 
of interests and 
talents within our 
program, while 
further showing how 
much support and 
care they showed for 
each other in the live 
comments on google 
meet.  
 
To close our year, it’s 
important to recognize our 
students and hear what 
they have to say.  Despite 
a strange and unusual 
year, our students found 
the profound importance of 
arts and community, and 

these reflections show their 
strength and character.  
 
“There is such a kind and 
welcoming community 
here. Everyone is welcome.
 
It is a really great 
experience to form 

friendships that will last 
a lifetime and a good 
opportunity to just really 
enjoy playing music that 
you love and have the 
ability to be creative with 
what you do.  My favourite 
part of rehearsal each 
day way the atmosphere 

when I walked in. During 
both semesters, I was 
taking a lot of difficult 
courses and my days were 
quite stressful, so I really 
appreciated the chill and 
welcoming environment 
the music room had. (I 
think it was because of the 

community that has 
been built within that 
room!)
 
The experience of 
spending significant 
time developing and 
contributing in the 
musical world is an 
extremely meaningful 
experience. To be 
able to share and 
express in this way 
is profound, and high 
school ensembles are 
an excellent pathway 
to progress in this 
way.
 
I find community and 
connections within 
the band to be the 
most important thing 

when playing with a group 
of people. You can throw 
together a bunch of random 
amazing musicians and 
they will make music, but 
once they can connect and 
understand and respect 
and know each other, that 
is when magic is made.”



Come June, PVA Theatre 
Arts is a pretty lighthearted 
place. With productions all 
closed, and the pressures 
of exams looming, we 
focus on making each other 
laugh through comedic 
videos, and preparing a fun 
and festive send off for the 
Grade 12s. Even online, 
this year was no exception!  
Guest artist and master 
improviser, Quinn 
Contini, joined us 
for our last two 
weeks of class to 
lead all Theatre 
Arts students in 
online improv 
workshops. It 
was great to see 
so many students 
attending the 
virtual classes, 
turning their cameras 
and microphones on, 
taking risks, and making 
each other laugh! Quinn 
challenged students 
to continue using their 
creative skills daily by 
creating characters out of 
inanimate objects in our 
rooms. For the final improv 
class, Quinn had students 
play together to practice 
establishing platform, the 
integral first building blocks 
in creating an interesting 
scene on the spot! It was 
refreshing to see the 
students acting together 

online, having fun, and 
working their improv skills! 

It is with hearts heavy with 
parting, but also pride, 
that we bid farewell to 
the Grade 12 students. 
According to long standing 
PVA traditions, the Grade 
12 classes collaborate to 
make a goodbye video 
and prepare individual 

speeches, while the 
10s and 11s learn and 
rehearse a farewell song 
to sing to the graduates 
during the final class. The 
students’ commitment and 
ingenuity made honouring 
these traditions possible, 
even remotely. Grade 11 
student, Maddie Arnason, 
volunteered to organize the 
recording, submitting, and 
editing of a goodbye song, 
A Million Dreams from The 
Greatest Showman, which 
was a very touching tribute. 
The Grade 12 goodbye 
video was a collaborative 

effort as always, but thanks 
to the organization and 
leadership of a handful of 
students, Jake Bunyan, 
Peyton Lake, Luna Sinclair, 
and Arianna Thompson, it 
came together during these 
challenging circumstances. 
Almost all the Grade 
12 students were in 
attendance for the last day 
of online class, and in line 

with tradition, they each 
gave a short speech 
reflecting on their 
personal experience 
in the PVA program. It 
was a privilege to hear 
how eloquently and 
articulately they spoke 
about their growth, their 
community, and their 
gratitude. We are so 
very proud to be part of 

the high school experience 
for these remarkable young 
people. We are sad to say 
goodbye, but excited to 
hear what great things the 
future brings for each of 
them.  

We want to thank all the 
Theatre Arts students and 
families for an awesome, 
albeit unconventional year. 
We hope you all have a 
safe and healthy summer, 
and we look forward to 
seeing you again soon!



As we finish this very 
atypical semester in PVA 
Media Arts, we’d like to 
commend our students for 
their perseverance and 
great attitude given all 
that they’ve experienced 
since March! And grade 
12s, this is not how we 
imagined finishing three 
years together, but it is the 
challenge we’ve been dealt 
and students have handled 
it with grace as they 
manage the 
daunting task 
of completing 
a final high 
school 
year while 
preparing 
for transition 
to the next 
phases of 
life and 
learning. As 
final projects 
have come in, we’ve been 
amazed by your growth 
and accomplishment and 
we wish you all the best 
in your respective future 
endeavors!
 
Congratulations as well to 
all our Alberta Virtual Skills 
2020 competitors who 
helped make this year’s 
reformatted competition a 
success and represented 
Central Memorial and the 

PVA program so well. The 
Skills organization is in 
the process of providing 
feedback and rubrics 
to competitors, and we 
hope all students enjoyed 
the experience and the 
chance to hone their 
craft. Of particular note, 
Chantelle Y. finished fourth 
in the province in the 
newly combined 2D/3D 
Animation competition, 
and the Photography 

Qualifying-Round entry 
Emily R. submitted before 
classes were cancelled 
placed her in the top half of 
photography competitors, 
which would have qualified 
her for next level of 
competition in Edmonton 
had it been held this year. 
Several of our grade 10 
and 11 students submitted 
impressive projects and 
the experience they gained 
will position them well for 

competition next year!

We would also like to 
announce that we have 
created some new PVA 
Media Arts awards which 
will be handed out during 
the Central Memorial 
Academic and Fine Arts 
Awards each year. We 
would like to honour 
students from each of the 
three main areas of interest 
within PVA Media Arts: 

Animation, 
Audio-Video 
Production 
and 
Photography. 
Please help us 
congratulate 
this years’ 
worthy 
recipients: 
PVA Media 
Arts Animation 
– Chantal Y., 

PVA Media Arts Audio-
Video – Emma F., and PVA 
Media Arts Photography 
– Emily R. Awesome work 
this year!

As we conclude the 2019-
2020 school year, we’d 
like to commend the class 
of 2020 one more time for 
all they have achieved, 
and wish everyone a 
safe, happy, and creative 
summer!



A big congratulations this year’s recipients of Central’s Fine Arts Awards! 

PVA Dance
Central Memorial Award of Excellence in Dance...................Leslie Marzan
Central Memorial Dance Innovator Award.............................Sierra Oszust
Dance Momentum Award......................................................Izzy Stevenson

PVA Fashion
A new ‘Excellence in PVA Fashion’ will be introduced in the 2020-2021 school year! 
 
PVA Media 
Media Arts Audio-Video.........................................................Emma Fleming
Media Arts Animation............................................................Chantal Yap
Media Arts Photography........................................................Emily Raffan
 
PVA Music 
Bob Jensen Award: Excellence in Fine Arts..........................Kayla Hoshizaki
Bob Jensen Award: Excellence in Fine Arts..........................Noelle Kuntz
Robert Eklund Award: Excellence in Music...........................Ben Heathcote
Excellence in Band................................................................Maya Staszelis
Excellence in Strings.............................................................Easten Grummett
Excellence in Vocal Music.....................................................Bea Petrini Lee
 
PVA Theatre Arts
David Cormack Award: Excellence in Play Production..........Adam Yates-Laberge 
            Luna Sinclair

Kathy Bauer Award: Excellence in Musical Theatre..............Peyton Lake 
            Maddie Gebhardt

Kevin McKendrick Award: Most Improved Actor Award.........Nolan Brown 
            Grace Van Bakel

Sheila Hall Excellence in Technical Theatre Award...............Ian McClellan

PVA Visual Arts
Central Memorial Award: Excellence in Visual Art.................Maddie Reimer
Most Improved Visual Artist...................................................Kimberley Holter
Central Memorial Excellence in PVA Art................................Mikaela McCreary


