


Dear PVA Families, 

Welcome to the final PVA Newsletter of the year!  We hope that you enjoy the brief 
overviews of work our PVA students have been involved in during the second semester.

Our long-time colleague and friend, Mr. Paul Mulloy (Learning 
Leader) has announced he will be retiring at the end of June, 
2021. We look forward to seeing him in the audience at our 
future shows and wish him the very best as he moves forward.  
We are pleased to announce that Michelle Crimmins will serve 
as our new PVA Learning Leader (mlcrimmins@cbe.ab.ca). 

Throughout our pandemic school year, PVA’s parent 
foundation, Calgary Performing and Visual Arts Foundation 
continued to meet remotely to discuss how to best support the needs of both our 
students and programing.  We are grateful for their ongoing support.  Due to families 
graduating, there will be a considerable turn-over in CPVAF’s board in the fall.  If you 
would consider getting involved, please email cpvafoundation@gmail.com. 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish our graduating PVA students all the 
very best in the future. To our new PVA students, joining us in the Fall, we extend a 
warm welcome to you and your families.
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Congratulations to 
Julia Plante, the 
first recipient of our 
new PVA Fashion 
Trophy recognizing 
excellence in both 
Fashion Illustration and 
advanced technical skill 
development. Julia is a 
very worthy recipient 
and we wish her 
success and happiness 
in her chosen career of 
Fashion Design.

From Fashion 
Illustration, garment 
construction, Cultural 
Fashions, to the 
Evolution of Fashion, it’s 
been a very busy and 
rewarding semester in 
PVA Fashion Studies. 
All students have truly 
excelled!

We are excited to 
announce a significant 
increase in registration 
for the new school year. 

This enrollment will 
allow us to create a PVA 
Fashion class unto itself 
– individuals passionate 
about Fashion all 
creating together. A 
new milestone in our 
PVA Fashion Program!

Happy Summer to all!



We had a busy and 
exciting term in PVA 
Dance! Our students 
did units in Classical 
Ballet, Modern, and had 
some fun guest artists 
who came in virtually to 
teach Tap, Afro Cuban, 
Waacking, Hip Hop, and 
Jazz. 

We also did a student 
choreography unit 
in which dancers got 
to create their own 
pieces of choreography 
in small groups. The 
Dance Composition 
students worked 
on creating 
site-specific 
choreography 
and we shared a 
student’s beautiful 
video on our PVA 
website, so please 
check it out: 
https://pvacentral.ca/2021-
dance-composition-josh-h/.

Our biggest project, 

however, was the 
filming of Dance 
Central 2021! We were 
very fortunate to work 
with a local filmmaker 
(Matt McKinney) who 
was able to capture 
our show and it was 
a fabulous learning 
experience for the staff 
and students as well. 
We have included a 
link to the promotional 
video for a peak at 
the wonderful end 
product: https://vimeo.
com/552770704! 

The link is available for 
purchase if people are 
interested in accessing 
the whole show (email  
cdpreston@cbe.ab.ca). 

We are so thankful 
for all our dancers 
and their families for 
making it through 
a different and 
challenging year in 
which we were still able 
to experience so much 
learning, development, 
and the joy of dance 
together!

Corinne Vessey has been 
working on getting here 
Master of Counselling 
at the University of 
Lethbridge. She will 

be stepping away 
from teaching and 
the PVA Dance 
program to complete 
her practicum 
in the Student 
Counselling Centre 
at the University of 
Manitoba. We wish 
her all the best and 

she will be missed.
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This spring has been 
a challenging time for 
many students as they 
transitioned from in-
school learning, to at-
home, and back to in-
school learning again.  
Students rose to the 
challenge and we have 
had some celebrations 
along the way.   

We had ten students 
complete Advanced 
Placement (AP) 
portfolios.  This is a 
huge endeavor for 
students as they 
have to demonstrate 
technical mastery, 
original concepts, 
experimentation, and 
revision throughout 
their portfolios. This 
year we had seven 
students complete 
drawing portfolios 
and three complete 

2D Design portfolios. 
Included in the 2D 
Design students was 
our first PVA Fashion 
student submitting 
a Fashion Design 
Portfolio. Students will 
receive results for the 
AP portfolios at the 
beginning of July and 
have the possibility 
to receive university 
credits.  

We started a new 
Instagram account 
(@cmhsvisualarts) to 
celebrate all of the 
amazing work that 
our students have 
been completing.  It 
is so amazing to 
see the diversity of 
our students’ work 
both technically and 
conceptually!  

Alicia Z. and Sola P. 
were shortlisted for 
the Stampede Poster 
competition, both are 
working diligently 
to get their entries 
completed, good luck 
you two!!! 

The PVA 35’s have put 
together a Grad Gala 
video that showcases 
and celebrates the work 
they have completed 

over the past year. 
Click the link to see the 
video: https://youtu.
be/IWCnS5tVH1Q 

This year the AUArts 
ShowOff 2021 was 
a virtual exhibition.  
Congratulations to the 
following students who 
had work chosen for 
the AUArts ShowOff 
2021.   

• Sola P. 
• Elizabeth M.
• Rachael Q. - Award of 

Merit 
• Kaylee R. 
• Alicia Z. 
• Matthew Y. - Best In 

Show  

3



4

As we wrap up another 
unusual year (due to 
Covid-19) we would 
like to thank the 
students for their 
unbelievable resiliency. 
Despite all the constant 
disruptions, the PVA 
Media 25s and 35s 
managed to create 
a pretty incredible 
virtual Gala of the Arts 
website! Check it out! 

https://sites.google.
com/educbe.ca/
pvamediagala2021 

We would also like 
to congratulate our 
Academic Award 
winners: 

PVA Media: Animation
Kien H.  

PVA Media: Audio/Video  
JJ E.D.
Mimi H. 

PVA Media: Photography
Scott L. 

Finally, we would also 
like to congratulate 
all of our Regional 
and Provincial Skills 
competitors, who 
represented PVA Media 
Arts so well: 

Regional Skills

Video Production
Logan H.W. 

Provincial Skills

Photography
Scott L.
Emily R. 

2D Computer Animation 
Kien H. & Elliott P., 
Evan N. & Brianna P.C. 
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Music has had a busy 
term exploring music 
from all over! Students 
had the opportunity 
to to work with the 
Juno and Grammy 
nominated Toronto 
based group, OKAN. 
They are an afro-cuban 
band who brought 
cuban culture and 
music to us through 
the wonderful virtual 
world. OKAN members 
Elizabeth Rodriguez 
and Magdelys Savigne 
worked with students 
from all grades and 
disciplines in music to 
learn El Manisero, The 
Peanut Vendor. They 
worked with students 
in small groups, 
developed cuban style 
improvisation, and 
students recorded their 
parts for our larger 
collaboration that will 
soon be shared with the 
community!  

Our senior string 
players had an 
incredible Fiddle 
residency in 
collaboration with 
The Calgary Fiddlers. 
Students interacted 

virtually for two 
weeks with Tennasee’s 
professional fiddler Ben 
Plotnick and his partner 
and cellist Kaitlyn Raitz. 
We played a traditional 
fiddle tune, and then 
learned how to play 
that same tune in a 
variety of fiddle styles 
using ornamentation 
native to celtic, old 
time, and bluegrass 
music. Students then 
learned how to make 
up accompaniments 
using voice leading, and 
how to “chop” with our 
bows to add a rhythmic 
aspect to our playing. 

The vocal students 
have also been involved 
in a community wide 
project with Luminous 
Voices and CADME. Ten 
schools across the city 
have all been working 
on Loch Lomond with 
Luminous Voices 
practice tracks created 
by their singers as well 
as a conducting video 
with their conductor, 
Tim Shantz. Our 
students worked with 
a member of Luminous 
Voices in a virtual 

workshop as well as in 
class time to craft this 
piece. The purpose of 
the project is to have 
people all over the city 
working and singing the 
same song, even if we 
can’t physically work 
and sing together as a 
community yet.  

As our ensembles 
and solo work wrap 
up for the year, we 
were excited to share 
the incredible work 
of our students in a 
virtual recital series 
June 9th, 10th, and 
11th. We have sent out 
the unlisted YouTube 
Playlist link to all 
music families. This 
recital series is the 
culmination of a year 
of human resilience, 
technique development, 
and the celebration of 
solo and ensemble work 
by our students. If you 
would like to check 
out the performances, 
please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to get a link! 
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PVA Theatre Arts is 
celebrating many wins 
from this semester, 
and we are overjoyed 
to be finishing the year 
together, in person.  

Grade 10s and 11s 
finish their year with 
Haysam Khadri, of The 
Shakespeare Company, 
learning the actor’s 
process of bridging 
understanding and 
delivery of Elizabethan 
text in performance. 
Haysam’s instruction 
is always dynamic and 
challenging – it is great 
to see the 10s and 11s 
getting so much out of 
the unit.  

Grade 12s finish their 
year with a peer-
directed Final Project, 
consisting of three 
student written pieces, 
directed by nominated 
12s, and acted by 
the class. It has been 
a wonderful way to 
celebrate their three 
years of collaboration 
and hard work! A 
video taping of this 
performance will be 
released to students 
through D2L, and any 
interested parents/care 
givers are welcome to 

ask their children to 
watch it. 

Our final 10 episodes 
of Radio Theatre Take 2 
have been released for 
public listening! 

The kids worked 
extensively on their 
productions and are 
thrilled to share them 
at our PVA Invited 
Listening Party in 
June. The access the 
episodes, visit www.
pvaperformance.ca, all 
episodes are payable by 
donation and proceeds 
are used for student 
learning opportunities.  

Our long-time colleague 
and friend, Mr. Paul 
Mulloy has announced 

he will be retiring at 
the end of June. We 
have many projects 
organized in an effort to 
say farewell, but none 
as special as what the 
students are preparing 
in their own time. If you 
feel inclined, you are 
welcome to email him 
your warmest wishes 
before he sets off on his 
next adventure! 

We welcome a new 
drama teacher this Fall, 
Ms. Jen LeBlanc! Ms. 
LeBlanc joins us with 
much enthusiasm, and 
a wonderful skill set 
to offer our students. 
Ms. LeBlanc is affiliated 
with Beautiful, Young 
Artists https://www.
oyr.org/teaching-
mentorship/bya, 
and Dirty Laundry 
Improv https://www.
dirtylaundrycalgary.
com/.
Welcome to the family, 
Ms. LeBlanc! 


